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particularly as the official people I wanted had., I
found, left the Fort about the time your Lord-
ship's letter was received.

" Revolving the subject in my mind most part
of the night, the magnitude of the difficulties to
be encountered in an attempt to strike a sudden
blow against Tippoo, before he can receive any
foreign aid by the cessation of the monsoon on the
other coast5 occurred to me so forcibly,, and has by
subsequent reflection become so deeply impressed
upon my mind, that I should think myself cul-
pable, if I did not mention my thoughts on the
subject, even though your Lordship had not re-
quested information from me. Although the
same points have unquestionably occurred to your
Lordship, yet the practical experience of them
may readily be supposed to have made stronger
impressions on my mind than any that could have
been conveyed by a different way. * The dilatori-
ness, indecision, and cowardice of our allies are
beyond belief to those who have not been eye-
witness to these qualities in them, and there is a
moral assurance that not one of them will take
the field, or be of the least use to us, even ad-
mitting that their own situation presented no
obstacle to their joining us, until we have secured
a position to cover their advance, or gained a
decided advantage over Tippoo.

" Thus they acted with Lord Cornwallis, and
as that conduct was governed by principles which